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FIRST-GEN GLOSSARY 
Get familiar with common Pace University terms, acronyms, and college lingo. 
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Academic Advisors: 
Academic advisors are professional staff who guide students as they progress through their academic programs. 
They offer assistance with course selection and sequencing, major and minor information, course requirements, 
special program opportunities, registration, and clarity on all policies and procedures. If you don’t know who your 
academic advisor is, email

.  

Academic Dean: 
An academic dean is the head of a school or college within Pace University. Find your school’s dean onine. 

Classes: 
Classes is an online portal that students and faculty use as a platform for course instruction. Students 
can find their syllabi, submit class assignments, take exams, and review class materials on this platform. 
You can access Classes online.  

Combined Degree Programs: 
At Pace, you can earn both a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree together in as little as five years through 
accelerated combined degree and sequential degree programs. There are many program choices within each 
school/college and students interested in these programs should talk with their academic advisor for more 
support and information. See Pace’s list of combined degree programs.  

Core

https://www.pace.edu/provost/about/academic-deans
https://classes.pace.edu/d2l/home
https://classes.pace.edu/d2l/home
https://catalog.pace.edu/undergraduate/university-core-curriculum/core-curriculum-overview/
https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students
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a particular theme. For the first option, students must register for both course sections of the learning 
community independently. 

Degree Works: 
Degree Works is a web-based academic reporting and advising tool that outlines the requirements of a particular 
program and the paths to complete them. It is currently only available to a select undergraduate student 
population who can access it through the Pace Portal. Students can use Degree Works to: 

• Track all requirements necessary to receive their degree, based on the semester when you enrolled in the
University.

• Show which courses you have taken at Pace or transferred into the University, and how they are applied
towards your degree.

• Run “What-If” degree reports to see how your academic history can be applied to a different
degree/major/minor.

Full-Time vs. Part-Time: 
A full-time student is enrolled in 12 or more credit hours through the entire semester. Students whose credit hours 

https://portal.pace.edu/
https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students
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Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP): 
To receive financial aid and to qualify for Pace aid, students must maintain a minimum of a 2.0 cumulative quality 
point average (QPA) or higher for certain academic programs. Students must also stay on track to complete their 
degree within 150% of the maximum time frame of the program. For example, students must be able to complete 
a four-year degree within six years. Learn more about SAP requirements online.  
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Center for Student Engagement: 
The Center for Student Engagement oversees everything related to student-run organizations and clubs, student 
government, cultural and spiritual events, Greek Life, student leadership, and much more.  

Commencement: 
Also known as graduation, our Commencement is a University-wide day of excitement and ceremony during which 
we celebrate the conferral of degrees to our graduating students. Commencement is held each May and no venue 
is guaranteed. As you move closer to degree completion, you’ll begin receiving email updates about steps you 
must take toward graduation. 

Common Hour: 
The University sets aside time each week so that you can easily find a mutual time to work on class projects, meet 
with student organizations, attend special events, or even just grab lunch together. Common hours are built 
directly 

https://www.pace.edu/financial-aid/policies-and-procedures/satisfactory-academic-progress-policy
https://www.pace.edu/student-affairs
https://www.pace.edu/registrar/transfer-credits/student-records
https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students
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First-Gen: 
First-Gen is shorthand for first-generation student, meaning a student whose parents have not completed a four-
year degree. At Pace we offer programming designed to connect First-Gen students with the campus community, 
Pace resources, and their peers. You can visit our First-Gen website to learn more.   

First Year Interest Group: 
A First Year Interest G

https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students
https://www.pace.edu/housing/residence-hall-living/first-year-interest-groups
https://www.pace.edu/student-accessibility-services
https://www.pace.edu/career-services.
https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students
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https://www.pace.edu/counseling-center
https://www.pace.edu/guardian
https://helpdesk.pace.edu/
https://www.pace.edu/learning-commons
https://www.pace.edu/its/its-service-areas/mobile-services/pace-mobile-app
https://www.pace.edu/security-emergency-management/pacesafe-mobile-app
https://www.pace.edu/equity
https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students
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Counseling Center is closed, students can still call the Counseling Center number to reach a crisis counselor. Get 
the WellTrack app.  
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Cost of Attendance (COA): 
The cost of attendance is an estimate of how much money will be required to attend Pace University for the year 
that you are enrolled (this includes all billable expenses, paid directly to Pace University, and non-billable 
expenses, not paid directly to Pace University). Billable expenses include tuition, standard fees, housing, and food. 
Non-billable expenses include living allowance, books, personal expenses, and transportation. Read all about 
Pace’s Cost of Attendance.  

FAFSA: 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is a form completed by current and prospective college 
students in the United States to determine their eligibility for student financial aid and must be completed each 
year. Read more about FAFSA. 

Federal Work Study: 
Federal Work Study is a federally subsidized work program for students who meet the general eligibility criteria 
and exhibit financial need as determined by their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). This type of 
financial aid is a work program where funds can be earned if a student obtains an authorized job either on or off-
campus. These funds are earned via paycheck and are not deducted from the student's Pace University bill. Find 
out more about Federal Work Study at Pace.  

Merit Scholarship: 
Pace University offers a wide variety of awards for qualifying students, including over 250 different endowed and 
restricted scholarships. Students must meet certain GPA requiremen

https://www.pace.edu/equity
https://www.pace.edu/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/cost-of-attendance
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.pace.edu/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/federal-work-study
https://www.pace.edu/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/institutional-scholarships-and-grants#merit
https://www.pace.edu/first-generation-students

