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Problem Statement

The Issue:
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While numerous pilot projects and research efforts have provided clear evidence to support the

outsized cost-benefit ratio of nature-based solutions, the full range of physical, social, and health
gains generated through these protective interventions continue to be undervalued in the

traditional approach to infrastructure investment.

A critical gap exists in how nature-based solutions are valued, captured, and monetized.
Innovative resilience infrastructure calls for innovative financial structuring. Funding for these

projects comes largely from government and philanthropy. Examples of innovative place-hakes
resilience bond in California, Quantified Ventures’ environmental impact bond for DC Water, and
imaeciahdneshanistas ke kemerging from small organizations such as BlueForest's

To scale up investment in green infrastructure to meet the scope and pace demanded by changing

environmental conditions, the value provided by such products must be better understood and
communicated to investors, asset owners, government, insurers, rating agencies, and other
stakeholders. A new strategy of valuing and integrating successful social and health outcomes
into resilience infrastructure design and finance could unlock significant resources desperately
needed by cities around the world.

The Problem:
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https://www.blueforest.org/finance/forest-resilience-bond/
https://www.blueforest.org/finance/forest-resilience-bond/
https://www.quantifiedventures.com/dc-water
https://www.ctgreenbank.com/

We challenge you to re-envision how capital could flow to resilient urban infrastructure, by
examining policy interventions, regulatory changes, or new institutional arrangements that might
help scale investment in both the innovation and implementation of resilience-building
infrastructure in cities. How do we capture and monetize the broad value of nature-based
solutions and the ecosystem services they provide? How can we convert the so-called “resilience



» Teams should describe how the Hack award funds could be used to support implementation of
the team’s proposed approach (for example, a policy brief proposing changes to a regulation or
policy or stipends for the teams to pay for support to actually create an innovative structure).

» The Hack encourages teams to consult and work with (even include as members of their team)
groups or individuals drawn from a variety of fields whose contributions support the team’s work.
Teams are welcome to work with government officials, private businesses, or community
groups.



