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PACE UNIVERSITY DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PLAN 

SUMMARY PLAN DESCRIPTION 

INTRODUCTION TO YOUR PLAN 
 

 

Pace University Defined Contribution Retirement Plan ("Plan") has been adopted to provide you with the opportunity to save for retirement 

on a tax advantaged basis. This Plan is a type of retirement plan known as a 403(b) plan. This Summary Plan Description ("SPD") contains 
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Matching Contributions 
 

Excluded Employees. If you are a member of a class of employees identified below, you are an Excluded Employee and you are not 

entitled to participate in the Plan for purposes of matching contributions. The employees who are excluded are: 

 

 employees who are enrolled as students and regularly attending classes offered by the Employer 

 

 union employees whose employment is governed by a collective bargaining agreement under which retirement benefits were 

the subject of good faith bargaining 

 

 part-time Employees and Employees classified as "visiting faculty" 

 

Eligibility Conditions. You will be eligible to participate in the Plan for purposes of matching contributions when you have satisfied 

the following eligibility condition(s). However, you will actually participate in matching contributions once you reach the Entry Date 

as described below. 

 

 the attainment of age 26 and the completion of one Year of Service; or the attainment of age 21 and the completion of two 

Years of Service without an intervening Break in Service 

 

Entry Date. For purposes of matching contributions, your Entry Date will be the first day of the month next following the date on 

which you satisfy the eligibility requirements. 

 

Reclassified Employee 
 

Regardless of the above, if it is determined that your Employer erroneously classified you as a non-Employee and you should have been 

treated as an Employee, you are not entitled to participate in the Plan. 

 

How is my service determined for purposes of Plan eligibility? 
 

Year of Service. You will be credited with a Year of Service at the end of the twelve-month period beginning on your date of hire if you 

have been credited with at least 1,000 Hours of Service for such period. If you have not been credited with 1,000 Hours of Service by the 

end of such period, you will have completed a Year of Service at the end of any following twelve-month period, based on your date of hire 

and anniversaries thereof, during which you were credited with 1,000 Hours of Service.   

 

Hour of Service. You will be credited with your actual Hours of Service for: 

 

(a) each hour for which you are directly or indirectly compensated by the Employer for the performance of duties during the Plan 

Year; 

 

(b) each hour for which you are directly or indirectly compensated by the Employer for reasons other than the performance of duties 

(such as vacation, holidays, sickness, disability, lay-off, military duty, jury duty or leave of absence during the Plan Year) but credit 

will not exceed 501 hours of service for any single continuous period during which you perform no duties; and 

 

(c) each hour for back pay awarded or agreed to by the Employer. 

 

You will not be credited for the same Hours of Service both under (a) or (b), as the case may be, and under (c). 

 

What service is counted for purposes of Plan eligibility? 
 

Service with the Employer. In determining whether you satisfy the minimum service requirements to participate under the Plan, all 

service you perform for the Employer will generally be counted. 

 

Service with Predecessor Employer. For eligibility purposes, your Years of Service with the following Employers will be counted. See 

the Plan Administrator for details if you think you may be affected by this provision. 

 

 any Predecessor which is: 

 

 an Educational Organization providing post-secondary education 

 

 service at any institution exempt from tax pursuant to Code Section 501(c)(3) organization 

 

Service with Predecessor Employer - additional provisions 
 

For eligibility purposes only, Service with Education Organization providing post-secondary education or service with any institution 

exempt for tax pursuant to Code Section 501(c)(3) to the extent that such Service was completed during 36-month period immediately 

preceding the Employee's Employment Commencement Date. 
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following the close of the calendar year in which such excess deferrals were made. However, if the entire dollar limit is exceeded in this 

Plan or any other plan the Employer maintains, then you will be deemed to have notified the Plan Administrator of the excess. The Plan 

Administrator will then return the excess deferral and any earnings to you by April 15th. 

 

What are rollover contributions? 
 

Rollover contributions. Subject to the provisions of your investment arrangements and at the discretion of the Plan Administrator, if you 

are a Participant in the Plan, you might be permitted to deposit into the Plan distributions you have received from other plans and certain 

IRAs. Such a deposit is called a "rollover" contribution and might result in tax savings to you. You may ask the Plan Administrator of the 

other plan or the trustee or custodian of the IRA to directly transfer (a "direct rollover") to this Plan all or a portion of any amount that you 

are entitled to receive as a distribution from such plan. Alternatively, you may elect to deposit any amount eligible to be rolled over within 

60 days of your receipt of the distribution. You should consult qualified counsel to determine if a rollover is in your best interest. 

 

Rollover account. Your rollover contribution will be accounted for in a "rollover account." You will always be 100% vested in your 

"rollover account" (see the Article in this SPD entitled "Vesting"). Rollover contributions will be affected by any investment gains or 

losses. 

 

Withdrawal of rollover contributions. You may withdraw the amounts in your "rollover account" at any time. 

 

 

ARTICLE III 

EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

This Article describes Employer contributions that will be made to the Plan and how your share of the contributions is determined. 

 

What is the Employer matching contribution and how is it allocated? 
 

Matching Contribution. Your Employer will make a matching contribution equal to 9% of your compensation provided your elective 

deferrals equal or exceed 3% of your compensation. 

 

Matching Contribution. Employees hired prior to October 1, 2000 will receive Matching Contributions applicable to the schedule as 

follows: Employer will contribute 5% of Compensation if the Participant's Years of Service is less than 10 and Participant contributes a 5% 

Elective Deferral; Employer will contribute 10% of Compensation if the Participant's Years of Service is greater than or equal to 10 and 

less than 20, regardless of Participant's Elective Deferral percentage contributed; Employer will contribute 12% of Compensation if the 

Participant's Years of Service is greater than or equal to 20, regardless of Participant's Elective Deferral percentage contributed.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing of this Election 22 or any other contrary term or provision in the Plan, no Employer Contributions will be 

made to the Plan for any payroll period that begins on or after June 1, 2020. 

 

Matching catch-up deferrals. The Plan will only include Qualified Organization Catch-Up Deferrals in the elective deferral amount used 

to determine the amount of your matching contribution. 

 

Allocation conditions. You will always share in the matching contribution regardless of the amount of service you complete during the 

Plan Year. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV 

COMPENSATION AND ACCOUNT BALANCE 
 

What compensation is used to determine my Plan benefits? 
 

All Contributions 

 

Definition of compensation. Compensation is defined as your total compensation that is subject to income tax and paid to you by your 

Employer for the Plan Year. 

 

Adjustments to compensation. Regardless of the definition of compensation, the following adjustments will be made: 

 

 elective deferrals to this Plan and to any other plan or arrangement (such as a cafeteria plan) will be included. 

 

 compensation paid while not a Participant in the component of the Plan for which compensation is being used will be excluded. 

 

 all Compensation other than benefits base salary plus Elective De
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Elective Deferrals 
 

Adjustments to compensation. In addition to adjustments to compensation under "All Contributions" above, the following adjustments to 

compensation will be made for purposes of elective deferrals: 

 

 compensation paid after you terminate is generally excluded for Plan purposes. However, the following amounts will be included 

in compensation even though they are paid after you terminate employment, provided these amounts would otherwise have been 

considered compensation as described above and provided they are paid within 2 1/2 months after you terminate employment, or if 

later, the last day of the Plan Year in which you terminate employment: 

 

 compensation paid for services performed during your regular working hours, or for services outside your regular working 

hours (such as overtime or shift differential), or other similar payments that would have been made to you had you continued 

employment. 

 

 compensation paid for unused accrued bona fide sick, vacation or other leave, if such amounts would have been included in 

compensation if paid prior to your termination of employment and you would have been able to use the leave if employment had 

continued. 

 

Matching Contributions 

 

Adjustments to compensation. In addition to adjustments to compensation under "All Contributions" above, the following adjustments to 

compensation will be made for purposes of matching contributions: 

 

 compensation paid after you terminate is generally excluded for Plan purposes. However, the following amounts will be included 

in compensation even though they are paid after you terminate employment, provided these amounts would otherwise have been 

considered compensation as described above and provided they are paid within 2 1/2 months after you terminate employment, or if 

later, the last day of the Plan Year in which you terminate employment: 

 

 compensation paid for services performed during your regular working hours, or for services outside your regular working 

hours (such as overtime or shift differential), or other similar payments that would have been made to you had you continued 

employment. 

 

 compensation paid for unused accrued bona fide sick, vacation or other leave, if such amounts would have been included in 

compensation if paid prior to your termination of employment and you would have been able to use the leave if employment had 

continued. 

 

Is there a limit on the amount of compensation which can be considered? 
 

The Plan, by law, cannot recognize annual compensation in excess of a certain dollar limit. The limit for the Plan Year beginning in 2021 is 

$290,000. After 2021, the dollar limit might increase for cost-of-living adjustments. 

 

Is there a limit on how much can be contributed to my account each year? 
 

The law imposes a limit on the amount of contributions (both Employer contributions and elective deferrals, but excluding Age 50 Catch-

Up Deferrals) that may be made to your accounts during a year. For 2021, this total cannot exceed the lesser of $58,000 or 100% of your 

includible compensation (generally your compensation for the prior 12-month period, as limited under the previous question). After 2021, 

the dollar limit might increase for cost-of-living adjustments. 

 

The above limit may also need to be applied by taking into account contributions made to other retirement plans in which you are 

a participant. If you have more than 50% control of a corporation, partnership, and/or sole proprietorship, then the above limit is based on 

contributions made in this Plan as well as contributions made to any 403(b) or qualified plans maintained by the businesses you control. If 

you control another business that maintains a plan in which you participate, then you are responsible for providing the Plan Administrator 

with information necessary to apply the annual contribution limits. If you fail to provide necessary and correct information to the Plan 

Administrator, it could result in adverse tax consequences to you, including the inability to exclude contributions to the Plan from your 

gross income for tax purposes. 

 

How is the money in the Plan invested? 
 

The Plan assets may be invested in mutual funds and Annuity Contracts. See the Plan Administrator for further details regarding 

permissible investments. 

 

You will be able to direct the investment of your Plan account, including your elective deferrals. The Plan Administrator will provide you 

with information on the investment choices available to you, the frequency with which you can change your investment choices and other 

information. If you do not direct the investment of your Plan account, then your account will be invested in accordance with the default 

investment alternatives your Employer establishes under the Plan. These default investments will be made in accordance with specific rules 

under which the fiduciaries of the Plan, including your Employer and the Plan Administrator, will be relieved of any legal liability for any 
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YOUR SPOUSE MUST IRREVOCABLY CONSENT TO WAIVE THE ANNUITY AND TO YOUR DESIGNATION OF ANY NON-
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ARTICLE IX 

TAX TREATMENT OF DISTRIBUTIONS 
 

What are my tax consequences when I receive a distribution from the Plan? 
 

Generally, you must include any Plan distribution in your taxable income in the year in which you receive the distribution. The tax 

treatment may also depend on your age when you receive the distribution. Certain distributions made to you when you are under age 59 1/2 

could be subject to an additional federal 10% penalty tax. 

 

Can I elect a rollover to reduce or defer tax on my distribution? 
 

Rollover or Direct Transfer. You may reduce, or defer entirely, the tax due on your distribution through use 
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13 

may, however, extend this decision-making period for an additional 30 days for reasons beyond the control of the Plan. The Plan will notify 

you of the extension prior to the end of the 45-day period. If, after extending the time period for a first period of 30 days, the Plan 

Administrator determines that it will still be unable, for reasons beyond the control of the Plan, to make a decision within the extension 

period, the Plan may extend decision making for a second 30-day period. Appropriate notice will be provided to you before the end of the 

first 45 days and again before the end of each succeeding 30-day period. This notice will explain the circumstances requiring the extension 

and the date the Plan Administrator expects to render a decision. It will explain the standards on which entitlement to the benefits is based, 

the unresolved issues that prevent a decision, the additional issues that prevent a decision, and the additional information needed to resolve 

the issues. You will have 45 days from the date of receipt of the Plan Administrator’s notice to provide the information required. 

 

If the Plan Administrator determines that all or part of the claim should be denied (an "adverse benefit determination"), it will provide a 

notice of its decision in written or electronic form explaining your appeal rights. An “adverse benefit determination” also includes a 

rescission, which is a retroactive cancellation or termination of entitlement to disability benefits. The notice will be provided in a culturally 

and linguistically appropriate manner and will state: 

 

(a) The specific reason or reasons for the adverse determination. 

 

(b) Reference to the specific Plan provisions on which the determination is based. 

 

(c) A description of any additional material or information necessary for you to perfect the claim and an explanation of why such 

material or information is necessary. 

 

(d) A description of the Plan's review procedures and the time limits applicable to such procedures. This will include a statement of 

your right to bring a civil action under section 502(a) of ERISA following an adverse benefit determination on review. 

 

(e) In the case of a claim for disability benefits, if disability is determined by the Plan Administrator (rather than a third party such as 

the Social Security Administration, then the following additional information will be provided: 

 

(i) A discussion of the decision, including an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with or not following: 

 

 The views you presented to the Plan of health care professionals treating the claimant and vocational professionals who 

evaluated you; 

 

 The views of medical or vocational experts whose advice was obtained on behalf of the Plan in connection with an  
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about those procedures upon request to enable you to make an informed decision about whether to submit to such voluntary 

appeal. These procedures will include a description of your right to representation, the process for selecting the decision maker 

and the circumstances, if any, that may affect the impartiality of the decision maker. No fees or costs will be imposed on you as 

part of the voluntary appeal. A decision whether to use the voluntary appeal process will have no effect on your rights to any 

other Plan benefits. 

 

(iv) A discussion of the decision, including an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with or not following: 

 

 the views presented by the claimant to the Plan of health care professionals treating you and vocational professionals 

who evaluated you; 

 

 the views of medical or vocational experts whose advice was obtained on behalf of the Plan in connection with an 

adverse benefit determination, without regard to whether the advice was relied upon in making the benefit 

determination; or 

 

 a disability determination made by the Social Security Administration and presented by you to the Plan. 

 

If you have a claim for benefits which is denied, then you may file suit in a state or federal court. However, in order to do so, you must file 

the suit no later than 180 days after the date of the Plan Administrator's final determination denying your claim. 

 

What are my rights as a Plan Participant? 
 

As a Participant in the Plan you are entitled to certain rights and protections under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

(ERISA). ERISA provides that all Plan Participants are entitled to: 

 

(a) Examine, without charge, at the Plan Administrator's office and at other specified locations, all documents governing the Plan, 

including collective bargaining agreements and insurance contracts, if any, and a copy of the latest annual report (Form 5500 Series) 

filed by the Plan with the U.S. Department of Labor and available at the Public Disclosure Room of the Employee Benefits Security 

Administration. 

 

(b) Obtain, upon written request to the Plan Administrator, copies of documents governing the operation of the Plan, including 

collective bargaining agreements and insurance contracts, if any, and copies of the latest annual report (Form 5500 Series) and 

updated Summary Plan Description. The Plan Administrator may make a reasonable charge for the copies. 

 

(c) Receive a summary of the Plan's annual financial report. The Plan Administrator is required by law to furnish each Participant 

with a copy of this summary annual report. 

 

In addition to creating rights for Plan Participants, ERISA imposes duties upon the people who are responsible for the operation of the Plan. 

The people who operate your Plan, called "fiduciaries" of the Plan, have a duty to do so prudently and in the interest of you and other Plan 

Participants and beneficiaries. No one, including your Employer or any other person, may fire you or otherwise discriminate against you in 

any way to prevent you from obtaining a pension benefit or exercising your rights under ERISA.
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The name, address and business telephone number of the Plan's Administrator are: 

 

Contact: Pace University 

Address: 235 Elm Road, Briarcliff Manor 

New York City, New York  10510 

Telephone: 914-773-3813 
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4. EVIDENCE AND TERMS OF LOAN. The Plan Administrator will document every loan in the form of a promissory note signed by 

the Participant for the face amount of the loan, according to the following: 

 

 Any loan granted or renewed under this policy will bear a reasonable rate of interest. 

 

The interest rate will be fixed for the duration of the loan. However, with respect to amounts invested with TIAA, the interest rate for 

your loan will vary, as described below, depending upon how your retirement balance is invested. 

 

 Group Supplemental Retirement Unit-Annuity (GSRA) contract - The interest rate is variable and can increase or decrease 

every three months. The interest rate you pay initially will be the higher of (1) the Moody's Corporate Bond Yield Average for 

the calendar month ending two months before your loan is issued; or (2) the interest rate credited before your annuity starting 

date, as stated in the applicable rate schedule, plus 1 percent. Thereafter, the rate may change quarterly, but only if the new rate 

differs from your current rate by at least 1/2 percent. 

 

 Retirement Loan (RL) contract - For all Employers except those located in Arkansas, Hawaii, or New Jersey, the interest 

rate you pay initially will be the higher of (1) the Moody's Corporate Bond Yield Average for the calendar month ending two 

months before your loan is issued; or (2) the interest credited before your annuity starting date, as stated in the applicable rate 

schedule, plus 1 percent. Thereafter the rate will change annually, but only if the Moody's Corporate Bond Yield Average for the 

calendar month ending two months before the anniversary of your loan differs from your current rate by at least a 1/2 percent. If 

the latest average differs by less, your interest rate will remain the same for the next year. For Employers located in Arkansas, 

Hawaii, or New Jersey, the interest rate will be a fixed rate of 8 percent. 

 

 Retirement Plan Loans from mutual funds or annuity contract (RPL) - The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the loan 

and will be equal to the Federal Reserve Board Bank prime loan rate plus 1 percent at the time of the loan origination. 

 

 The loan must provide at least quarterly payments under a level amortization schedule. If you are currently employed by the 

Retiby the 
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9. DEFAULT. The Plan Administrator will treat a loan as in default if: 

 

 any scheduled payment remains 
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